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Hello   
Summer is here and so are all of the great summertime events for CMAHA.  
Last month CMAHA hosted a Horsemanship clinic and  Yoga session on May 2nd 
at the Silver Rose Ranch.  Yoga master, Jan Phillips helped  warm up and stretch 
out the riders so they could have a relaxed and better riding experience. For 
many of our riders this was their first introduction to yoga.  Next, Karen Faria pre-
sented a wonderful clinic and helped each rider to achieve a relaxed and balance 
seat. Yoga done before riding makes perfect sense.  Thanks go  to Debbie Cer-
venka for coordinating this clinic. 
Our next general meeting will be Wednesday, June 10th at Marie Callendar's at 
Shaw and Cedar.  Meeting starts at 7pm. but come early and enjoy a meal and 
some great Marie Callendars' pie.  Vice President, Nancy Volkoff has requested 
members to bring an item for Show and Tell.  Bring something or talk about 
something that makes your horse or barn life better.  Last meeting, Suzanne 
Ward shared a child's butterfly net, purchased at Dollar Tree.  She declared it was 
great for cleaning debris out of her water troughs and that she  would not be with-
out her $1 purchase. 
On  June 13th  we  will have our annual Ride and BBQ at the Woodell Ranch.  Art 
and Neola are always such gracious hosts.  Nancie and Bob Kennedy will be  
preparing  the meat for our meal and all others will bring a dessert or side dish to 
share.  We always have a delight assortment of wonderful items.  It's  so delight-
ful to sit on the Woodell's back porch and visit afterwards.  I hope to see you 
there.  
Art  Woodell has been busy contacting all of the auto dealers that advertise in our 
directory and  Nancie Kennedy has been working her contacts as well.  I hope 
you will join them and help the club solicit some new advertisers  for the 2015-
2016 directory.  A Sponsorship/Ad form is included in this newsletter and on our 
website.   Business cards print and show extremely well in this directory.  Our 
club directory is what funds our club insurance, rescue horse, ice cream social, 
horse shows and other events and activities.  It is of utmost importance to gener-
ate these funds.   We also place these ads on our website and they are seen by 
all that go to CMAHA.org.   Linda Sadler  will again  be doing the set up and de-
sign of our directory.  Her talents are so very much appreciated.  We are currently 
looking for a  cover picture, so if you have a great picture, send it to Suzanne 
Ward.     
Our next clinic will be Saturday,  August 1, 2015.  This is a Horsemanship clinic 
with Piet Ogata .  This clinic is designed for any breed of horse, any riding style or 
level of ability.  Piet can help you to get to a higher level of riding  within a one 
hour lesson.  If you can't ride, maybe you would be interested in coming and au-
diting.  You can learn a lot just from watching. See the enclosed flyer.  
Our Annual Ice Cream Social will be August 15. See the flyer for this event and 

RSVP to our hostess, Pam Kountz.   I  truly hope to see 
all of you at this summer event.  It will be held at the 
Marie Callendars at Cedar and Shaw so that we can 
have a cool indoor event.  Come have a nice lunch and 
the ice cream is on the club. 
See you at the general meeting on June 10th.  I'm al-
ready thinking about PIE!   Hee  Hee  Hee 
 
 

Karen Wells 

CMAHA President 

 

 

Up Coming Events 

 June 

10 General Meeting –7pm 
     Marie Callenderôs—
Shaw & Cedar 
Show and Tell Horse relat-
ed items. 

13 BBQ at Woodell Ranch 

 July 

30 Coastal Ride—TBA 
 

 August 

1 Horsemanship Clinic 
Clinician  Piet Ogata 

15 Ice Cream Social 

June/July 2015 

 

 

 
PO Box 3905 
Fresno, CA 93650 Dedicated to the Arabian Horse  

Open to all Breeds  

OFFICERS 



 

 The home of Art and Neola Woodell 
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5ƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ- From Merced or Fresno take Ave 26 exit East off of Highway 99.     

Look for the house, horse barns and covered arena on the north side of the road. 
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Non Members may join at any CMAHA event 

More info, at www.CMAHA.org 

GENERAL MEETING  

 
June 10 Meeting starts at 7:00 pm. 

Come early - anytime after 5:30pm and order a meal, pie or to visit before the meeting begins.     
 

     Marie Callenderôs—Shaw & Cedar 
 

 Bring your Show and Tell Horse related items. 
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http://www.CMAHA.org


 

When: August 15, 2015 
Time: Noon¹3:30 pm 

Where: Marie Callendars¹ 
Cedar and Shaw 

Price of admission: White Elephant Gift for Prize table 
(1 per person) 

Games, Fellowship and Ice Cream  
(Complete with toppings) 

 will be provided.  
RSVP to Pam Kountz 

(559) 696-5086 
(You may order lunch and or pie on your own) 

Crescent Midstate Arabian Horse Association - CMAHA 
Horsemanship Clinic with Piet Ogata 

CMAHA is offering  a Horsemanship Clinic with Piet Ogata.  This clinic is for any breed and great  
for any riding disciple.  Piet can help you  enjoy your horse at a higher level.   Please reserve your 
space as soon  as possible  

 Saturday, August 1, 2015    3pm -6:30pm 
 La Dolce Vita Equestrian Center  

13244 E. Bullard Ave,  Clovis  (East of Academy Ave.)   
Held in the  covered arena on the hill, where there is usually a breeze. 
 Be on the grounds early  and the first group in the saddle by 3:00 pm for warm up. 
First group 3:30pm    Second group 4:30pm    Third group 5:30pm 
 Come and enjoy a group lesson with your friends.  Riders that attended  Piet's last clinic were very 
pleased with how much they improved  in just an hour's time.   We have room for 12 riders ( 4 rid-
ers per  session).  Each ride is $55.00 which covers  your lesson,  $15 haul-in fee and insurance.  
Non-members $60.  You may audit for $5.00.  We invite all members and guests to come and en-
joy this afternoon session.  Please  RSVP, even as a spectator.  Bring your own chair and bever-
ages.   If you can't ride, come and watch. Don't be left out.   
The riding spots fill up in order of payment received.  You will be notified of your riding time.   
Should you withdraw from clinic: only your haul in fee and insurance will be refundable.   
 Contact Debbie,  for more information at (559) 787-2522  
 @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ Cut Here @@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@  
 
 Cut and send this form along with your CHECK PAYMENT to reserve your riding position.   
 CHECKS ONLY  (Made to CMAHA)    Send c/o Debbie Cervenka, 7277 Perlman Dr.,  Sanger, CA 
93657  
 
Note type of riding (western, english,eventing,trail,dressage,jumping)other____________________ 
Rider_______________________________&  level of experience__________________ age ____  
Horse's name_______________________ _&  level of experience___________________age____ 
  
Spectators / guests  names______________________________________________________ 
 
Check Number__________________  Amount of check______________________ 



 

{ƪƛƴ LǎǎǳŜǎ ¢Ƙŀǘ !ũŜŎǘ {ŀŘŘƭŜ Cƛǘ 
¶ By Alexandra Beckstett, The Horse Managing Editor 

¶ May 27, 2015 

Damage caused by an ill- fitting saddle pad.    Sores, injuries, 
and infections involving a horseĴs back, withers, and/or girth 
area can make saddling and riding a painful process for your 
horse. But do you know how to recognize such issues before 
you tack up? 

Annette Gavin, a Society of Master Saddlers (SMS) qualified 
saddle fitter based in Warfordsburg, Pennsylvania, described 
saddle sores and skin diseases to look out for during the SMS 
Introduction to Saddle Fitting course, held May 1-2, in Hager-
stown, Maryland. 

Damage caused from a stirrup bar digging into the horse's back.  First, she described skin issues that are di-
rectly related to poor saddle fit, including: 

· Sores, caused by the point or head of a too-wide saddle tree Ķfalling downķ and rubbing the horseĴs with-
ers. (By contrast, a saddle that is too narrow will sit too high in front and might create pressure points on 
either side of the withers.) 

· Scarring due to an extended period of poor saddle fit. Early signs of scar- inducing saddle pressure include 
small swellings and fluid in the skinĴs epidermal, or outermost, layer, Gavin said. 

· Loss of coat pigment due to saddle friction. Consistent movement of the tack somewhere on a horseĴs back 
causes a change in coat color, but not an actual sore, said Gavin. Dry spots under the saddle indicating a 
pressure point are early warning signs that your saddle doesnĴt fit properly. 

· Swelling where the back of an ill-fitting saddleĴs stirrup bar meets the horseĴs side and causes a pivoting 
movement. 

· Girth rubs or edema (fluid swelling, like a giant blister) that 
result from a dirty and/or ill- fitting girth. These can be difficult to 
get rid of, said Gavin. 

Rain rot on a horse's back can make tacking up uncomfortable.    
Other conditions she said to check for before saddling your horse, 
because of their painful or contagious natures, include: 

(Continued on page 6) 

Photo: Courtesy Hastilow Competition Saddles USA 

Photo: Courtesy Hastilow Competition Saddles USA 



 

Training Tip: Great Desensitizing Tool  
5. May 2015 Clinton Anderson Training Tips (0)  

 

 
Horses are naturally afraid of objects that move and make a noise, something that the plastic bag 
does both of. Desensitizing your horse to plastic bags will increase his tolerance of strange objects 
and acceptance of your tools. Remember, your goal as a horse trainer is to desensitize your horse 
to as many objects that move and make a noise as possible. Many horses are afraid of plastic bags, 
but by using the Approach and Retreat Method, you can teach your horse to use the thinking side of 
his brain, rather than just reacting with panic. The more objects that you can desensitize your horse 
to, the quieter he'll get and the quicker he will learn to use the thinking side of his brain when he 
gets scared 

 
 
Profile: Though only established as a breed in the late 20th century, the crossing of Morgan and Arabian bloodlines has been 

popular since the 1800s. The resulting horses were champion show and trotting horses. In the 1920s, publisher William Randolph 
Hearst crossed Morgans with Crabbett Arabians to create sturdy working horses at his California ranch. It was Hearst who coined the 

term "Morab." The first registry of Morabs began in the 1970s in California. Today, horses must have documented Morgan and Arabian 

bloodlines, but no more than 75% of either breed. 

Characteristics: Morabs are prized for their intelligence and people-oriented nature. They combine the endurance of the Arabian 

with the Morgan's substance of bone and muscle. They are compact and powerful, displaying the naturally upright neck, expressive 
facial features and flagged tail of the contributing breeds. For More Info: Purebred Morab Horse Association; International Morab 

Breeders Association 

aƻǊŀō Ihw{9 twhCL[9 

 

 

Country of 
Origin: United States 

Use today: 
Morabs are used for show and pleasure. They are popular 
carriage horses and are well-suited to endurance and com-
petitive trail. 

Color: Bay, chestnut and gray are most common. All solid colors 
are found. 

Height: 14-15.2 hands 

http://blog.downunderhorsemanship.com/post/2015/05/05/training-tip-great-desensitizing-tool.aspx
http://blog.downunderhorsemanship.com/author/Admin.aspx
http://blog.downunderhorsemanship.com/category/Training-Tips.aspx
http://blog.downunderhorsemanship.com/post/2015/05/05/training-tip-great-desensitizing-tool.aspx#comment
http://www.puremorab.com/
http://www.morab.com/
http://www.morab.com/


 

· Hives, which are welts or wheals horses can develop in 
reaction to contacting or ingesting something to which 
theyĴre allergic. While not contagious, hives can make a 
horse very uncomfortable, sensitive, and potentially 
dangerous to tack up, Gavin said. 

· Sweet itch, which is a hypersensitivity to CulicoidesĴ (a 
tiny biting midge) saliva. Similar to hives, this skin con-
dition is not contagious but can make a horse very sore 
around the mane, tail, belly, and back areas where it 
typically occurs. Thus, Gavin warned against saddling affected horses and recommended keeping them 
covered (e.g., with a fly sheet), housed inside, and placed under fans during periods of insect activity. 

· Rain rot, which is caused by a bacteria that likes wet conditions and can develop as a result of a lack of 
maintenance and/or grooming. While itĴs not contagious, it can spread over the horseĴs body and cause 
discomfort. 

· Ringworm, an infection that spreads via contact and is characterized by a circular patch on the horseĴs 
skin with a crusty center. To avoid spreading this contagious condition, Gavin urged owners not to touch it 
or place a saddle over it. 

¶ Rug sores, which develop as a result of continual friction from a poor- fitting blanket and should be al-
lowed to heal before placing a saddle on the horse, said Gavin. 

Add an extra minute or two onto your grooming 
and tacking routine to check for signs that your 
horse is developing a painful skin problem that 
could preclude riding. Also know how to recog-
nize whether itĴs related to saddle fit or some-
thing else, and work with your veterinarian to 
resolve the issue. 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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9ŘƛǘƻǊ  

Alexandra Beckstett, Managing Editor of The Horse and a native of Hou-

ston, Texas, is a lifelong horse owner who has shown successfully on the 

national hunter/jumper circuit and dabbled in hunter breeding. After 

graduating from Duke University, she joined Blood-Horse Publications 

as Assistant Editor of its book division, Eclipse Press, before joining The 

Horse. 

Hope you all have a 

safe and cool summer!  
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